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Abstract

This study explores economic and administrative concepts through Yaqut
al-Hamawi’s Mu‘jam al-Buldan, one of the most significant geographical and
historical sources in Islamic heritage. The first section presents a comprehensive
biography of Yaqut al-Hamawi, highlighting his upbringing, scholarly journey, and
the importance of his work in preserving geographical, social, and economic
knowledge of the Islamic world. The second section examines the economic concepts
found in Mu‘jam al-Buldan, including kharaj (land tax) as a primary source of state
revenue, ghanimah (spoils of war) and fay’ (revenues from conquered lands), as well
as sadagah (alms) and khums (one-fifth tax), which formed essential components of
the Islamic fiscal system. The third section addresses administrative concepts such
as the division of regions, districts, and cities, and their role in political and
administrative organization. It also discusses the management of judiciary and urban
development as part of the institutional framework of the Islamic state. The study
concludes that Mu ‘jam al-Buldan is not merely a geographical encyclopedia but also
a rich reference for understanding the economic and administrative structures of the
medieval Islamic world. Finally, a list of sources and references is provided to
support the research and emphasize its scholarly value.
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