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Abstract

It can be said that the positions of U.S. Ambassador John Jernegan regarding Iraqi
events between 1959 and 1962 reflected a precise understanding of the internal
conflicts that Iraq experienced after the 1958 revolution. His reports indicated that
the events of Mosul and Kirkuk demonstrated the weakness of the political system
and Abdul Karim Qasim’s inability to maintain balance among the competing forces,
at a time when Soviet influence was expanding in Ira.Furthermore, when Qasim

demanded the annexation of Kuwait in 1961, Ambassador Jernegan was keen on
ensuring that the United States supported Kuwait in line with British policy, fearing
that any Iraqi threat could lead to regional instability He encouraged the Iraqi
government to recognize Kuwait and warned Washington of the dangers of leaving
the initiative in Qasim’s hands, as this could result in a catastrophic political situation
Jernegan also played a role in the Kurdish issue, as the Kurds were in conflict with
the Iragi government. He closely monitored developments in the north and regarded
them as a source of internal tension that threatened the country’s stability and
weakened the ruling authority. Although the United States did not support the Kurds,
Jernegan noted in his reports that the conflict allowed neighboring states to interfere
in Iraq’s internal affairs, thereby complicating the situation He emphasized that
escalation of the Kurdish issue could undermine Washington’s efforts to develop
relations with Iraq, which in turn would affect American oil interests and regional
security At the same time, he stressed the importance of keeping Irag away from
Soviet influence.
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